EAST  GRIN8TEAD  URBAN  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  HEALTH  EEPORTS. 


Seventh  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 

Condition  of  the  hast  Grinstead  Urban  District  for  the 

year  ended  hecember,  l894. 

Area,  6,365  acres.  Population  (census  of  1891),  5,180 ; esti- 
mated population  to  the  middle  of  1894,  5,350. 

In  1894  the  deaths  of  79  persons  at  all  ages  and  from  all 
causes  were  recorded  in  the  district,  against  90  in  1893  and  88 
in  1892.  These  79  deaths  were  at  the  rate  of  147  per  1,000  of 
the  total  population  of  the  district,  of  this  number  17,  or 
21 ’5  per  cent.,  were  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  and  29, 
or  36  7 per  cent.,  were  ef  persons  60  years  of  age  and  upwards. 
Of  the  79  recorded  deaths  18  occurred  in  the  Workhouse. 
Excluding  these  18  deaths  the  death  rate  was  11'4.  Of  the 
79  deaths  14  were  of  persons  not  residing  in  the  district,  but 
belonging  to  the  rural  district,  from  whence  they  had  been 
removed  to  the  Workhouse.  The  true  death  rate  for  1894  is, 
therefore,  121  per  1,000,  against  14  2 in  each  of  the  two 
previous  years,  which  will  be  remembered  as  the  “influenza” 
years.  No  death  occurred  in  the  Cottage  Hospital  in  1894. 
The  births  numbered  146,  of  which  78  were  males  and  67 
females,  equal  to  a birth  rate  of  27 '2  per  1,000.  The  percent- 
age of  children  born  has  a tendency  to  decline,  for  in  1892  it 
was  31 T and  29  T in  1893.  The  deaths  of  17  children  under 
one  year  of  age  were  registered,  and  were  in  the  somewhat 
high  proportion  of  11 7 per  cent,  of  those  born. 

The  table  of  deaths  from  all  causes  appended  to  this  report 
will  show  you  that  13  deaths  were  due  to  the  ordinary 
zymotic  diseases,  and  were  in  the  proportion  of  17  7 per  cent, 
of  the  recorded  deaths  from  all  causes,  and  at  the  rate  of  2 4 
per  1,000  of  tho.se  living.  Of  these  13  deaths  seven  were  of 
children  under  tive  years  of  age  who  died  of  measles,  three 
from  whooping  cough  and  one  from  diphtheiia.  The  number 
of  cases  reported  to  me  under  the  Notification  of  Infectious 
Diseases  Act  was  455,  tabulated  as  follows  Measles,  413 ; 
scarlet  fever,  31  ; erysipelas,  5 ; puerperal  septicaemia,  3 ; 
enteric  (or  typhoid)  fever,  2 ; diphtheria,  1 : total,  456.  It 
will  be  seen  from  this  table  that  413  cases  of  measles  were 
reported,  and  I have  reason  to  believe  that  many  cases  were 
not  notified  at  all  through  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the 
parents  that  the  Act  included  measles.  Nearly  the  whole  of 
these  413  cases  were  reported  during  an  epidemic  widely 
spread  over  the  district,  which  broke  out  in  the  middle  of 
Augu.st  and  lasted  into  Octotier.  The  East  Grinstead  Board 
Schools  were  kept  closed  till  October  8th  ; most  of  the  other 
schools  in  the  district  were  closed  for  a time.  Only  seven 
children  died  of  measles,  a very  low  mortality,  at  the  late  of 
1"2  per  Cent,  of  those  attacked.  This  favouraide  result,  com- 
pared with  that  attained  in  London  and  other  large  cities,  is 
doubtless  partly  owing  to  the  better  physique  and  hygienic 
surroundings  of  children  living  in  the  country,  also  to  the  fact 
that  the  epidemic  was  experienced  during  warm  weather. 

A case  of  diphtheria,  terminating  fatally  after  a few  days’ 
illness,  occurred  in  West-street,  but  there  was  not  another 
case  reported  in  the  district  during  the  year,  which  is  highly 
satisfactory  considering  the  unusual  prevalence  of  this 
dangerous  malady  in  adjacent  parishes. 

All  the  31  scarlet  fever  patients  recovered  ; 18  of  them  were 
at  St.  Margaret’s,  and  were  isolated  in  the  Infirmary  belong- 
ing to  that  institution.  Of  the  remaining  13  cases,  one  from 
the  urban  and  nine  from  the  rural  district  were  brought  into 
the  Workhouse  fever  wards.  The  remaining  three  cases  were 
treated  in  their  own  homes.  A case  of  typhoid  fever  was 
removed  from  31,  London-road,  to  the  Workhouse,  and 
another  case  was  reported  from  St.  Margaret’s.  In  neither 
of  these  cases  could  the  origin  of  th  • disease  be  traced,  but 
there  is  little  doubt  that  the  patient  in  London-road  con- 
tracted the  disease  away  from  home. 

In  a prosecution  undertaken  at  the  instance  of  the  Local 
Board  at  the  Police  Court  a young  woman  was  charged  with 
having  wilfully  expesed  herself  in  the  public  streets,  knowing 
herself  at  the  time  to  be  suflfering  from  an  infectious  disorder, 
viz.,  scarlet  fever.  She  had  been  duly  warned  of  the  conse- 
quence of  her  act.  A conviction  was  obtained  and  a fine 
inflicted,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  publicity  given  to  this 
case  and  the  result  of  the  prosecution  will  serve  as  a warning 
to  others  that  it  is  an  offence  against  the  law  for  anyone 
to  neglect  the  ordinary  precautions  necessary  to  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases,  and  that  it  is 
a distinctly  unlawful  act  for  any  person  suffering  from 
infectious  disease  to  either  ride  in  a public  vehicle  or  expose 
himself  in  public  to  the  risk  of  others. 


Since  my  last  annual  report  was  presented  to  you,  in  which 
I commented  on  the  unsuitable  site  selected  by  the  Board  of 
Guardians  for  an  isolation  hospital  at  Lullenden,  you  have 
secured  an  admirable  site  at  Hill  Place,  about  a mile  and  a 
quarter  from  tbe  town.  The  plans  of  the  proposed  buildings 
were  prepared  by  your  surveyor,  approved  by  the  authorities 
at  Whitehall,  and  finally  adopted  by  the  Local  Board.  A 
public  inquiry  was  held  at  your  offices  last  October  by  Dr. 
Sweeting,  acting  for  the  Local  Government  Board.  No 
objections  were  made  to  the  plans  or  to  the  site,  and  1 looked 
upon  the  matter  as  settled.  Since  then,  however,  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  insisted  that  no  case  of  sraall-pox 
shall  be  admitted  to  tbe  hospital  while  other  patients  are 
there  under  treatment.  I hope  this  objection  will  be  waived, 
because  ample  precautions  could  be  taken  to  provide  against 
infection,  and  small-pox  is  of  such  very  infrequent  occurrence 
— only  twice  in  the  last  sixteen  years  have  there  been  any 
cases  admitted  to  the  fever  wards  at  the  Workhouse — that  I 
see  no  need  to  impose  any  restrictions.  As  the  proposed 
hospital  is  to  be  used  jointly  by  the  Rural  and  Urban  Districts 
each  authority  will  presumably  bear  a share  of  the  cost  pro- 
portionate to  the  number  of  beds  allotted  to  it.  Unless  the 
Rural  Authority  is  definitely  committed  to  a scheme  for  pro- 
viding extra  isolation  hospitals  in  every  parish,  they  will  need 
by  far  the  larger  number  of  beds  in  the  new  hospital.  For 
instance,  last  year  out  of  13  cases  removed  to  the  Workhouse 
fever  wards  11  were  from  the  rural  district. 

Seven  inquests  were  held  in  this  district.  Six  of  them  were 
on  persons  who  were  found  to  have  died  from  natural  causes. 
The  other  was  held  on  an  old  man  of  83,  who  fell  from  the 
roof  of  a house  and  broke  his  thigh.  He  subsequently  died 
of  pneumonia.  Three  samples  of  water  were  sent  me  for 
analysis.  Two  of  them  were  of  good  quality  ; the  other  was 
contaminated,  and  the  necessary  order  was  served  on  the 
owner. 

During  the  year  the  district  under  my  control  has  been 
thoroughly  inspected.  The  removal  of  house  refuse  has  been 
much  more  efficiently  performed  than  in  previous  years,  and 
the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  poorer  class  of  dwellings  is 
much  Improved  thereby.  A forward  and  genial  spring  was 
followed  by  a cold,  wet  summer  and  autumn.  At  my  house, 
448  feet  above  sea  level,  39  64  inches  of  rain  were  registered, 
about  six  inches  above  the  average,  and  12'82  inches  more 
than  in  1893. 

Percy  E.  Wallis,  L.R.C.P.,  &c.. 

East  Grinstead,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

5th  February,  1895. 


Annual  Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Gentlemen,  — During  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1894, 
374  visits  to  various  premises  were  made,  five  being  in  com- 
pany with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Notices  were  served 
in  18  cases,  letters  sent  in  20,  verbal  cautions  given  in  30. 
These  notices,  I have  pleasure  in  stating,  were  usually  com- 
plied with,  only  one  case  having  been  brought  before  the 
Magistrates.  In  this  an  order  was  made  to  abate.  Only  one 
case  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Act  was  taken  before  the 
Magistrates  and  this  ended  in  a conviction.  Sixty  visits  were 
made  to  the  various  slaughter  houses,  bake-houses,  cowsheds, 
&c.,  and  these  were  found  to  be  generally  in  a very  fair  con- 
dition. Only  one  case  of  over-crowding  was  brought  to  my 
notice  during  the  year.  Three  samples  of  water  were  analysed 
during  the  year,  one  being  found  unfit  for  use.  Four  hundred 
and  flfty.five  cases  of  an  infectious  nature  were  brought  to 
my  notice  during  the  year,  details  of  which  will  be  found  in 
the  Medical  Officer’s  annual  report  Two  cases  were  removed 
to  the  infectious  wards  at  the  Workhouse  Infirmary  and 
premises  and  clothing  fumigated  in  eight  cases.  A plentiful 
supply  of  disinfectants  was  given  in  cases  occurring  in  cottages. 
The  sewers  have  been  well  and  regularly  flushed  ; the  streets 
well  scavenged  and  watered,  about  400  cubic  yards  of  sweep- 
ings being  collected  and  the  gullies  periodically  cleaned  out. 
The  removal  of  house  refuse  being  carried  out  by  this  Council, 
the  complaints  of  non-removal  are  reduced  to  a minimum. 
During  the  year  about  950  loads  of  this  decomposing  matter 
have  been  removed  from  the  vicinity  of  dwelling-houses. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Wm.  Willis  Gale, 

Surveyor  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Printed  at  the  East  Grinstead  Observer  Office,  London-road,  East  Grinstead. 
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